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IGN,VA.(Cuir.xxm.

;ncingThursday,June26,
it:

•tookupthelineofmarch
altedabout3a.m.torest

16.

liewasputinmotionfor
'p.m,,theenemyhaving
lidgeandfallenbackupon
lierbrigadesofthedivis-
indMechanicsville,there
ade,and,inobedienceto
tieinrearofahedge-row
s-ycannonadeofshelland
1oftheircouragefortwo
turningashot;butIam
Idspostofduty.
O.Reid,ofCompanyG.

die.
rigadeofMaj.Gen.A.P.
lessedonaftertheenemy
OnapproachingGadnes'
0ontheoppositesideof
idingofthebridge.After
SecondBrigadewassoon
ontheright,supported
left,supportedbyGol-

upontheenemy,andin
1eatedinthedirectionof

Greggwasagainputin
'udscourthewoodsand
;•totheenemy'sworks,
brmedbythebrigadeas

:•toadvancegiven.As
pinethicket,thecharge
1out,andthosewedid
themainbattleground,

wherewerestedafew
enemy'spositions.The
inagallantstyleopened
)sedtwoheavybatteries
undshellintoourranks
asnowformedintoline
ColonelMarshal]inthe
Edwardsforasupport,
itadouble-quickunder
manyfallingkilledand
marshes,andbranches,

ssionofthebrowofthe
mgforcewereposted.
!tocanister,grape,and

onoverourheadsbe-
acmy.
•atterywhichhadbeen
ledfortheFirstSouth

(3ILU".xxni.)seven-days'battles.

CarolinaVolunteerRifles.Iaskedwhatwereyourorders.Youre
pliedthatyouwantedmetotakeabattery,withmyregiment,which
hadbpuplayingonoiu'rightanddrivetheenemyback.Thebattery
wasabout500yardsinthatdirection,pointingwithyourhandI
repliedthatIwoulddoitifitwerepossible.

Iplacedthetwoflankingcompanies,CajitaiusPerrin'sandJ.J.
iSorton's,100yardsinIrontanskirmishers,coveringthefrontol'my
regimentwhendeployed,andunderthecommandofCaptainPerrin.
IjilacedCaptainMiller'scompany50pacesinrearofCaptainPerrin's
tosupiporthim,andCapt.Mile.sM.Norton50pacesinrearofCapt.J.
J.Nortontosupporthirn.1placedthefourcompaniesundercom
mandlotLieutenant-ColonelLedbetterinrearofthesecompanies,
ihusdisposed,Iplacedthesixremainingcompanies,viz,Captains
Harrisons,Moore's,Cox's,Heniiegan's,Hawthorne's,andHadden's,all
thecaptainsbeingpresentandincommandoftheirrespectivecom
panies.BefoiegiNungthecommandtoadx'auceIcalledupontheregi
menttoremembertheStatefromwhencetheycame:toputtheirtrust
inGod,andacquitthemselveslikemen.

Atthisawfulmomenttherewasnotaquivernorapallidcheek
norad^ispositiontogivewayonaccountoffeeblehealth,whenthere
were,asIpersonallyknow,morethan20menwhohadjustrisen
frombedsofsicknesstoparticipateinthebattles.Therewasacalm
nessandsettleddeterminationonthejiartofeverymantodoordiein
theattempt.1gavethecommand,"Double-quick,march!"andas
soonaswohadgainedtheoldHeld,"Chargebayonets,"atthesame
timedeployingthesixremainingcoiu])aiiiestotheleft,supportingthe
entirelineofskirmishers.

Assc^onasweemergedfromthepinesweweremetbyamostde
structiveflrefromtheenemyinIrontandonourleft,andassoonas
wehtidicleaiedabout100yardsoftheoldfieldtwoheavybatterieson
ourleft,aboutGOOyardsoff,pouredintoourranksadeadlyfireof
grapeandeanister.

Hereitwasthatmyadjutant,Lieut.J.B.Sloan,wasshotdownat
myside!whilegallantlyaidingmeandurgingonthechargeoftheregi
ment.ILerealsofellCapt.R.A.Hawthornegallantlyleadinghiscom
pany.AfewpacesfartherfellCaptainHennegan,anothernoblespirit
leadinghiscompany.Closebyhissidefellhisgallantlieutenant
(Biwn)^andfarther[on]fellthegallantandpatrioticLieut.Samuel
McFall,andnearhimfellSorgeant-MajorMcGeenoblycheeringthe
menonIfothecharge.
_Mym^n,althoughnowunderthreecross-fires,andfallingthickand

fastfrornoneendofthelinetotheother,neveroncefaltered.Pindiii"'
nobatteiy,theydashedontothewoodsinfi'ont,wherewereposted
^venregimentsoftheenemy,includingthePennsylvaniaReserves.
Heremymengotthefirstchancetoexchangeshots.Theycommenced
adeadlyfireupontheenemy,advancinguponthemastheydelivered
thefire,someofthemenhavingitliand-to-hand,clubbingtheirrifles,
thendispatchingfourorfivewiththebaymnet;manytakingdeadly
aimthroughtheforksoftrees.Whilethissuccessfulmovementwas
goingon!theleftwingofmyregimentwasaboutbeingoutflankedby
about50(1NewYorkZouaves,whocamedownuponmyleftinades
peratecharge.Ilookedformysupjiort,butcouldnotseeany,and
thentotheleftofthefieldfortheothertworegiments,butcouldnot
seeeitherofthem,andthusIwasleftalonecontendingagainstseven
regimeut|i.AtthistimeLientonautIliggiusgatheredaroundhimsome
30riflemen,whopouredintotheranksoftheZouavessuchadeadly
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